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I NTRODUCTION TO VOLUME 10 

Rachel Wei n berger and Wi l l iam H uang 

As the  l ast pages are be ing proofed, the  last d i agrams formatted, 
and every pre-press deta i l  i s  accounted for, we s i t  down to perform our  
f ina l  journal task: wr i t ing the i ntroduct ion .  I n  1 973,  Aaron Wi ldavsky 
argued that p lann i ng inc l udes too m uch, assert ing that "If p lann ing  is 
everyth ing, maybe it's noth ing ." ' To the proponents of W i ldavsky's 
argument, we seek to demonstrate with th i s  vo lume that p lan n ing may 
i n  fact be everyth i ng; but it certa i n ly is not noth ing.  

The journal tends not to be thematic, and th i s  year i s  no except ion .  
The sca le and scope of the i ssues addressed i n  th i s  co l l ection span 
p lann i ng along several d imensions. The contr ibut ions range_ (rom a 
s i te-spec if ic techn ical analysis for bicycle route select ion,  to an 
analys i s  of nat ional  p lanning pol ic ies for susta i nable development, to 
general cr it iques of the p lanning profess ion and p lann ing  
epistemologies. We cou ld attempt to  h igh l ight the  points of  
convergence and d ivergence among the  a rt ic les, but perhaps that i s  a 
l abor best left to the reader. 

I n  th i s, the tenth vo lume of the Berkeley Planning journal, we are 
part icular ly p leased to have as our lead art icle, "Pragmatic knowledge 
codes, " written by Hilda Blanco, the found ing editor of the journal. 
The artic le fash ions a broad crit ique of p lann ing  practice, focus ing on 
the way i n  which profess ional knowledge i s  guarded and 
d i ssem i nated . B l anco argues that effective democracy rel ies on 
in formed constituencies. She suggests that knowledge exists in 
domains  and that expert knowledge and inst itut ions i n  p lanning m ust 
be de-myst i fied to fac i l i tate greater democrat ic part ic i pat ion i n  
po l i cymaking. Accord ing t o  B l anco, advances i n  computers and 
art i f ic ia l  inte l l i gence cou ld transform planning by i ncreas ing  its 
transparency and by a l lowing for greater c i t izen access to expert 
knowledge. 

Tak ing a d i fferent view of p lann i ng, in "Econom ics, environment, 
and equ ity, " Dara O'Rourke exam ines the confl icts that underl ie 
efforts to promote "susta i nable development" i n  Vietnam . Accord ing  
to  O' Rourke, economic deve lopment, environmental protect ion, and 
soc ia l  justice goa ls  m ust be  in tegrated under the  auspices of a s i ngle 
i nstitut ion .  He exam ines the sh i ft from a centra l ly contro l led 
economic system to a market economy, look ing for opportun it ies to 
integrate expert knowledge in the three d i sti nct domains .  O ' Rourke 's  
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perspective on plann i ng for sustai nabi l ity looks at the need for new 
institutions to address fam i l iar problems in an unfam i l iar frame. 

In "Transnational commun it ies, regional deve lopment, and the 
future of Mexican imm igrat ion," Rafael Alarcon documents the 
existence of transnational commun ities that channel m igrants from 
Western Mexican v i l l ages to certa i n  cit ies in the U n ited States. He 
concl udes that the socia l  and profess ional networks which tie these 
v i l l ages to the U .S .  are so strong that econom ic development in nearby 
Mexican cit ies w i l l  not d ivert emigrat ion unti l wages are equal in the 
two countries. He notes, however, that tru ly local development which 
a l lows potential emigrants to remain i n  the i r  v i l l ages has reduced 
emigration in some cases. Alarcon concl udes that U .S .  pol icies to 
reduce i l legal immigrat ion from Mexico by encouraging economic 
deve lopment i n  Mexican cit ies wi l l  have l i tt le effect on emigrat ion 
from v i l lages that are parts of transnational commun ities. 

I n  "Transit-oriented development as a congest ion-reduction strategy 
in the San F rancisco Bay Area," Daniel Luscher evaluates the potential 
for transit-oriented development to reduce automobi le travel i n  the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Transit-oriented development c l usters h igh
density, m ixed-use deve lopment around transit stat ions. Luscher 
shows that, even using opt im istic assumptions, adoption of th is  
a lternative land use form would reduce veh icle m i les trave led i n  the 
Bay Area by j ust 5 percent. He concl udes that a l though transit
oriented development may have other worthwh i l e  benefits, it wi l l  not 
s ign ificantly reduce congestion or improve a i r  qual i ty in the Bay Area. 

Yuanlin Huang and Gordon Ye demonstrate that a geograph ic 
in formation system (GIS) can be used to select b icycle routes i n  a c ity. 
In "Select ing bicycle commuting routes using G IS," they identify 
criteria for the selection of bicycle routes and apply those criteria to 
Berkeley, Ca l i forn ia .  

The two current debates echo themes that appear i n  the art ic les .  In  
"Fem in i st theory and p lann ing theory," Mary Gail Snyder explores 
fem i n ist epistemologies and their impl icat ions for plann i ng. l ike 
B lanco, Snyder focuses on the roles of experts and cit izen part ic ipants 
in the p lann ing process. The perspect ive she offers, however, is 
fundamenta l ly d i fferent. Instead of focusing on technologies to 
d issemi nate expert knowledge, fem in ist theorists have emphasized the 
need to recogn ize other voices and other ways of knowing, such as 
personal experience or sentiment. Fem i nist plann ing  requ i res the 
recogn it ion of mu lt ip le publ ics and the fact that varied interests and 
val ues cannot be assumed to be commensurable or resolvab le. 

Yodan Rofe eva luates th ree theories of the re lationsh ip between 
urban form and socia l  structure in "Space and commun ity - The spat ia l  
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foundations of u rban neighborhoods." Accord ing to Rofe, "u rban 
neighborhoods emerge from patterns of i nteraction created by shared 
use of paths and fac i l i t ies . "  The neighborhood un i t  parad igm that has 
dom inated urban deve lopment s i nce the 1 930s, however, focused on 
defi n i ng  boundaries for commun it ies and neglected the role of the 
street as a complex socia l  space. Rofe cha l l enges New U rban i sts 
inc lud ing the proponents of the trans it-oriented deve lopment Luscher 
analyzes - because they also th i nk  i n  terms of separated and 
ident if iable commun it ies, not i n  terms of the structure of the u rban 
whole, out of which neighborhoods ar ise based on local d i fferences 
between more and less in tegrated streets . 

F ina l ly, Karen Christensen reviews Common interest communities, 
a recent book by Stephen E. Barton and Carol S i lverman that exam ines 
the "pr ivate governments" created by condom i n i ums, p lanned un i t  
deve lopments, and  hous ing cooperat ives. Chr istensen focuses on the 
book's concl us ions about the relat ions between private property and 
publ ic l i fe, and the need to d i st inguish publ ic and private ·sectors 
(government or nongovernment ownersh ip) from the pub l ic  and 
private domains  of l i fe. 

I n  putt ing together the Berkeley Planning journal th i s  year, we have 
learned more about production and management than we may have 
cared to know. The editorial co l l ective has been except ional ,  and our  
most heartfelt  thanks m ust be extended to a l l  who he lped th is  year. 
We have asked people to review art ic les, to work with authors, to ed it, 
and to proofread . We have asked sometimes for overnight turn
around, we have asked people to read and re-read the same a rt ic les 
several t imes. Without th is  he lp, there wou ld  be no journal. 

NOTES 

Wildavsky, Aaron . 1 973 . If p lanning is everyth ing, maybe it's noth ing. 
Policy Sciences 4(2) :  1 2 7-53 .  
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