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Nathalie Beauvais
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“designContract and oversees the construction for

the city. The projects will

be built by MHD.

The streets in the project are major thorough-

fares, averaging 30,000 ve
through dense areas wher
roadway must be accomm
ing, buses, bicycles and p
rights-of-way cannotbe ¢

are constrained by a tightl

Any gain for one use mus

space available to'anoth
The design process for
xercise that looks at al

phase, such as 25 percent,
and the design process tha
at a publicmeeting. If the

hicles a day. They pass
e multiple uses of the
odated: parking, load-
ak traffic flow. Their
nlarged because they
y built environment.
be made by reducing
er, or by overlapping.
each street begins with

rernatives and evaluates

. These are debated
tworkshops with task
nts, business owners
design reaches a critical
the preferred alternative
tled to it are discussed
re is disagreement, the
he task force and those

_city may meet again with t

in opposition to reevaluate.the design.
Even though the design of each street pres

a unique challenge, several common issues have

emerged. One is the preva

practice of providing a medran with protected
left-turn bays to address traffic and safety con-

cerns. A secong is the current engineering practice

lent traffic engineering..

nalization with mast arms, which, some people
feel, creates a highway character at intersections
with local streets. The most significant issue is the
custom of planning for peak hours and exceptional
events, which results in allocating more of the
street right-of-way to vehicular movement than
required to accommodate typical daily volumes.

Through the public process, it became evident
that despite the easy availability of public trans-
portation, a large segment of the community
favored facilitating vehicular traffic flow, since
most peaple rely heavily on cars in their daily
routines. Another common issue that arose was
the community preference for street furniture
and lights with historic references over more
contemporary designs.

The streets included in the Boulevard Project
are at different levels of design; some have reached

only 25 percent while others are close to imple- Brighton Avenue, before

mentation. The time required to develop the {below) and after (above)
. . . reconstruction project.
design varies greatly according to the scope and

the controversy of the proposed changes.
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