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Recent Doctoral Dissertations, Master’s
Theses, Professional, and Client Reports

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Concrete, Clay and Mirrorglass: Politics and the Planning of
Kabul

Pietro Calogero
2009

Abstract

Concrete, Clay and Mirrorglass: politics and the planning of Kabul explores
how the capital of Afghanistan has been planned, focusing a six-year
period from late 2001 to late 2007. Three modes of planning are analyzed.
The Concrete is the expected mode of formal legal planning conducted
by Afghan public agencies. This mode is characterized by interagency
conflict between Soviet-educated technocratic planners in the city
government, and community / context-sensitive planners at the national
Ministry. By 2007 the local technocrats prevail. The Clay is informal
modes of planning, including collusion between poor and elite residents
that reveals substantial informalization of the urban regime itself.
Local attempts to tap transnational circuits of capital through informal
development yield an innovative new building type, the aid-palace. The
Mirrorglass is the mode of transnationals planning Kabul, ‘including
militaries, diplomatic communities, the aid industry and foreign media.
Analysis of the Mirrorglass mode of planning reveals how most foreign
efforts to help develop Kabul have failed, through economies of fear and
the discontinuities of a contract-defined aid regime. Ethical implications
of knowledge-production, working through failure, and transnational
planning commitments are explored.

The analysis is framed as an extended case study of how urbanization
is being planned, in a city which is geopolitically extraordinary in a
moment of global empire. However Kabul is also representative of most
of the urbanization occurring planet-wide at this time, as a mid-sized city
growing rapidly under conditions of political and economic duress.
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Street Vending in New York City: The Spatial Politics of
Regulation

Ryan Devlin
2009

Abstract

Often, in the context of the Global North, law is theorized as a relatively
stable and solid edifice, structuring urban space in a definitive and
consistent manner. Most urban scholars, whether critical of increasing
regulation and privatization of public space or viewing it as necessary
for public comfort and safety, carry the assumption that once laws are
put in place, they work more or less as they should. This dissertation
uses the case of street vending in New York to challenge this view and to
complicate our understanding of the relationship between law and space
in the contemporary city.

The regulatory framework governing street vending is convoluted,
contradictory, and difficult to enforce. It produces and encourages
high levels of informal practice by both vendors and those who seek to
regulate the practice. I argue that this situation is not simply an anomaly
of bureaucratic or legal inefficiency, but rather can be understood as anew
regime of managing and regulating public space through informality.
In this dissertation I demonstrate the ways in which the condition of
informality itself serves as a flexible, decentralized and cost-effective
means of spatial governance. It absolves the state of costly and politically
uncertain reform initiatives, while allows powerful property interests,
organized into Business Improvement Districts, to deal with vending
regulation in an informal, semi-privatized, and decentralized fashion.
While serving as a relatively effective means of spatial management, the
decentralized and contingent nature of spatial governance also opens
up new spaces for contestation and political claims by street vendors
themselves.



Recent Doctoral Dissertations

ADDITIONAL DISSERTATION TITLES OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN
CITY AND REGIONAL PLANNING

Stefan Al
Virtual Urbanism: Las Vegas andthe Construction of Spectacle

Jennifer Eve Day
Costs of Suburbanization: Comparative Effects of Peri-Urban
Residential Relocation on Household Welfare Measures in
Shanghai

Chang Deok Kang
Land Market Impacts and Firm Geography in Green and Transit
Oriented Cities. The Case of Seoul Korea

Thomas William Lester
Towards a Living Wage in the New Economy: The Politics and
Economics of Building Labor Market Institutions at the Urban
Scale

Lucrezia Miranda
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Urban Restructuring and International Mega-Events: The Rise and

Fall of the Barcelona Model

Victor Polanco|

Perspectives and Community Environment: Encouraging Physical

Activity for Better Health

Carmen Rojas
Revolutionary Urbanism: The Battle for the Streets of Caracas

Gian-Claudia Sciara

Metropolitan Planning for the Federal Pork Barrel: Congregation or

Cooptation
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Lori H.Tsung
The Dark Side of Silicon Valley: Analyzing the Effectiveness of
Water Quality Regulation in the Context of the Semiconductor
Industry.

Masters Theses

Gisele Bousquet
Informal Urbanization of a Peri-Urban Village In HA NQI

Deland Chan
Déja vu Gentrification: Prospects for Community Mobilization in
New York City's Lower East Side and Chinatown in the Post - 9/11
Era

Tamar Cooper
Outdoor Joint Use Opportunities on School Grounds: A Gap and
Opportunities Analysis

Andrea Gaffney
San Pablo Avenue: Coding and Urban Ecotone

Kirsten Holder
National Parks at the Urban Edge: Opportunities for Connection
and Conservation in Rancho Corral de Tierra

Hun Kim
The Social Economy of Good Intentions: The Governmentality on
Philanthropy

Sergio Montero
Experimenting with Neoliberalism and Democracy: The
Transformation of Urban and Regional Governance in Bogota,
Colombia, in the Context of Decentralization
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Aditi Rao
Adaptation, Appropriation, and “Making-Do” : Indian-American
Immigrant Families Inhabit the Suburban Single-Family Home

Oscar Sosa Lopez
Latino Immigrant Families and the Foreclosure Crisis: A Different
Kind of American Dream

Professional Reports

Allia Anderson
Transit Oriented Development in the Bay Area: A Summary of the
Urban Land Institutes 2008 TOD Technical Assistance Panels and
TOD Market Place Conference

Timothy Dulac
Increasing Terminal Capacity at San Francisco International Airport
- Alternative and Impacts on Land Use with a Focus on Gate
Sharing

Collin Hughes
Evaluating and Enhancing Bicycle Access to Bay Area Rapid Transit

Christopher Ganson
City of Berkeley Climate Action Plan Technical Background Report

JessicalLook
Historical Analysis of San Francisco Affordable Housing
Development: 1970 - Current

Kristin Maravilla
Water Sensitive Strategies for Mission Residents and Business
Owners
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Brittany Montgomery
Endure or Perish: Cycling Trends and Fate in the Face of the BRT

Philip Olmstead
Bicycling in San Francisco: An Analysis of Ridership and Collision
Data

Robin Reid
Using LEED as a Resource for Campus Sustainability Planning: a
White Paper

Anita Roth
Accompaniment-Implementation Process Assessment: A Report
for BASIX, India

Nadia Shihab
Preservation in Southern California: A Study of Section 8 Owner
Intentions in San Diego, Riverside and Imperial Counties

Laura Stonehill
An Analysis of Demand Forecasts for California High Speed Rail

JenniferWyant
Measuring Demand for Habitat for Humanity East Bay Homes:
Need Assessment and Foreclosure Crisis Impacts

Carlton Wong
1 California - Opportunities for Delay Reduction

Client Reports

Arile Adkins
Minimum Off-Street Parking Requirements and Transit Oriented
Development: Lessons from a Nation Wide Survey



Recent Client Reports 189

Alexander Brennan
The Green Economy in Richmond

Sarah Brett
The Oakland Resident and Worker Housing Preference Policy:
Origins and Effects

lan Carlton
Identifying Optimal Value Capture Mechanism to Fund Transit -
A Proposed Method Hypothetically Implemented in the California
Context

Gabriella Chiarenza
Restrictive Residential Land Use Controls on Housing Choice

Noelle Cole
Municipal Solutions for Consumer Textile Recycling

Lilly Cooc
The Making of San Francisco’s Urban Frontier: The Transformation
of South Market, 1945 - Present

Michael Ernst
Envisioning Warmwater Cove

Jennifer Hughes
San Francisco Recreation and Park Department Revenue
Opportunity Plan

Jessica Lerman
Community Collaboratives in Neighborhood Development:
An Examination of the HOPE Collaborative in Oakland
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Jason Meggs
Hearst Avenue Sidewalk & Bicycle Lane Feasibility Study:
Location - Arch to Euclid Eastbound at the UC Berkeley Campus

Jennifer Quinn
Economic Development and Tourism Strategy in Chinatown,
San Francisco: A Summary of Visitor Impressions and Interests
in Chinatown and Discussion of Related Studies and Potential
Strategies

Patrick Race
Reinventing Mangrove Avenue: A Design Framework

Isaac Ramirez
Social Vulnerability Analysis of Cypress, California’s Low Impact
Development Program

Divali Ramkalawan
An Analysis of Preserving African America Cultural Identity in the
Midst of Redevelopment

Vishali Singal
Legal Implications of Prop 99 and Effects on Economic
Development

Paul Supawanich
Influence of Brisbane s Southeast Busway on Real State Values

Elizabeth Wampler
Intent Inventory to Implementation: How Local Governments
Measure GHG Emissions and Create Reduction Strategies
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